It is painful to have to notice similar statistics in the reports of every asylum throughout this Christian England of ours, and it is still more painful to know that so little is being done to stem this torrent of madness.
There is generally something interesting in Dr. Macphail's reports, and this year he gives an able summary of the first ten years of the life of the asylum. We notice that the ratio of first admissions per 10,000 of the population of Derby was 5*15 in 1881), and that it was o*91 in 1898, but it has been as high as G'7!) and as low as 4-55 in other years. These statistics naturally lead to the consideration of the much-discussed question of the increase in the numbers of the insane, and Dr. Macphail is of opinion that there is no real increase of insanity, but that there is an increase in the number of insane persons kept in asylums; and we must admit that Dr. Macphail makes good his position as far as the borough of Derby is concei-ned. He attributes the increase in asylum lunatics to several causes, and among others to the proximity of the asylum to the centre from which it draws its population, to a reduction in the numbers of patients treated in workhouses, and to the increased longevity of asylum patients.
The visitors say that " Dr. Macphail continues to give the committee the amplest grounds for confidence in his economical and efficient management of the asylum, and in his care and treatment of the patients." We notice that nine holders of the medico-psychological certificate resigned during the year, five of them to engage in private nursing. It is just possible that the training received and the certificate obtained may slightly increase the changes among the nursing staff, but it cannot have much effect. We 3hould much like to hear that Dr. Macphail had commenced a thorough system of three years' training and annual examinations.
The weekly charge to the union was 10s. 4d. a head.
